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May Meeting
Monday, May 19th 6:30 p.m.

***Please Note Date Change***

Camp Mabry- see website for directions
Faux Dichro Pendant

Presented by Nora Pero
Nora Pero will present this exclusive project at our May meeting.
We will be making a lovely sparkly Faux Dichro glass pendant- no flame involved! Kits will be available for
sale ($4 &$6) and are necessary for the project. Kit includes glass, metal tray, necklace, and a magic secret
ingredient. Shapes available are: heart, teardrop, circle, square, triangle, large oval, large rectangle. Metal
finishes: silver, antique brass, antique copper and gunmetal. Please note that this is a special one time only
opportunity to obtain the secret supply- it will not be available for sale after the meeting.

You will need to bring: small sharp scissors, paper towel, and if you have either Judikins Diamond Glaze or
Mod Podge Dimensional Magic (clear) bring it. There will be bottles to share.

Nora will have plenty of kits available, after everybody gets one the extras will be available for purchase. Cash
or check.

Oh- and all the color choices? That's another part of the secret that Nora will share. Intrigued? Make plans to
attend the May meeting on May 19th (we're meeting a week early due to the holiday) and find out!



April Meeting





April Show and Tell

Joan Bandsuch
Natalia Dercaci

Caron Bailey

Christa  Beyer

Michele Chesak

Ida Stringfellow

Suzie Ortiz



May Board Meeting
The May Board Meeting will be held Monday,
May 12th at 6:30 p.m. at Camp Mabry. Submit
agenda items to Caron Bailey by May 9th. All
board members are required to attend. All
coordinators are encouraged to attend. All newly
elected board members and coordinators -
attendance is required so you can start to learn
your new roles. All ABS members are welcome
to attend. Board members, please contact Caron
if you cannot attend the meeting. For directions
to the Board Meeting, contact Caron at:
abspresident@austinbeadsociety.org.

News from The Board

Door Prize Changes

This year the board voted to sell tickets for the
door prize. Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5
dollars. Members get a free ticket in their
Birthday month.

Newsletter Changes

The board also voted to go green! We will no
longer be killing trees to get our newsletter out.
This move will also have an impact on our
budget. Between publishing and postage, it costs
on average over $150 to send out the newsletter
each month. You will still receive mail from us
in the form of a postcard reminder for our
monthly meeting.

Bead and Feed

We are still looking into hosting a bead and feed,
where we get together for part of a day, work on
beading projects and eat. Fun, friends and food
sounds like a good time to me. If you have any
suggestions for likely locations, forward the intel
to any of the board members.

Are you Due?

Is your membership up to date? Your renewal
date will show on the address label on your
postcard. You can now renew your membership
online on our website,
www.austinbeadsociety.org.

Emerald Trivia
Emeralds are fascinating gemstones. They have
the most beautiful, most intense and most radiant
green that can possibly be imagined: emerald
green. Inclusions are tolerated. In top quality, fine
emeralds are even more valuable than diamonds.

The name emerald comes from the Greek
'smaragdos' via the Old French 'esmeralde', and
really just means 'green gemstone'. Innumerable
fantastic stories have grown up around this
magnificent gem. The Incas and Aztecs of South
America, where the best emeralds are still found
today, regarded the emerald as a holy gemstone.
However, probably the oldest known finds were
once made near the Red Sea in Egypt. Having said
that, these gemstone mines, already exploited by
Egyptian pharaohs between 3000 and 1500 B.C.
and later referred to as 'Cleopatra's Mines', had
already been exhausted by the time they were
rediscovered in the early 19th century.

The lively luminosity of its colour makes the
emerald a unique gemstone. However, really good
quality is fairly rare, with inclusions often marring
the evenness of the colour – signs of the turbulent
genesis which has characterised this gemstone.
Fine inclusions, however, do not by any means
diminish the high regard in which it is held. On
the contrary: even with inclusions, an emerald in a
deep, lively green still has a much higher value
than an almost flawless emerald whose colour is
paler. Affectionately, and rather poetically, the
specialists call the numerous crystal inclusions,
cracks or fissures which are typical of this
gemstone 'jardin'. They regard the tender little
green plants in the emerald garden as features of
the identity of a gem which has grown naturally.

Colombia continues to be at the top of the list in
terms of the countries in which fine emeralds are
found. Colombian emeralds differ from emeralds
from other deposits in that they have an especially
fine, shining emerald green unimpaired by any
kind of bluish tint. The colour may vary slightly
from find to find. This fascinatingly beautiful
colour is so highly esteemed in the international
emerald trade that even obvious inclusions are
regarded as acceptable.



Happy Birthday!
May 6- Brenda Posh
May 8- BJ Garrett

May 13- Lorene Phillips
May 13- Alice Ryan

May 17- Ida Stringfellow
May 18- Gloria Wilson

May 21- Cindy Hintikka
May 27- Mardi Brown

Don’t forget- you get a free ticket for the door
prize raffle this month!

Beady Type Events
June 7 & 8- Houston Bead Market. Stafford
Center. Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4.

June 20, 21 & 22- Houston International Gem
and Jewelry Show. Houston Reliant Center. Fri
12-6, Sat 10-6, Sun 11-5.

Quotes to Ponder

May Happenings
Zodiac Sign: Taurus, Gemini

Flower: Lily of the Valley

Gemstone: Emerald

May 4- Star Wars Day. May the fourth be with
you. We nerdy types love a good pun.

May 6- Beverage Day. Sit back and enjoy your
favorite today. Or take it as a challenge and try
something new out!

May 9- Lost Sock Memorial Day. Time to let go of
all the unmatched ones that you are hanging on to.
Face it, they are probably in in alternate dimension.

May 11- Eat What You Want Day. Chocolate cake
for breakfast. Fried clams for lunch. Chicken fried
bacon for a mid afternoon snack. The real deal
Fettuccini Alfredo for dinner (also known as a heart
attack on a plate, or your cardiologists vacation
fund.) For dessert, pepto.

May 16- National Sea Monkey Day. Fess up, you
know you got suckered into buying these as a kid.
What a great advertising job that was!

May 18- International Museum Day. Visit your
favorite museum today, or make plans to see one
that you have never been to before.

May 21- National Memo Day. I think I need to
send a memo out about this one.

May 24- National Escargot Day. While garlic
butter is a classic, there are many ways to fix these
little guys. Just don’t try to cook them in the shell in
a microwave. (Ask me how I know.)



May Gemstone:
Emerald


